Testing the concept of virally vectored immunosterilisation for the control of wild rabbit and fox populations in Australia.
Virally vectored immunosterilisation is a concept whereby a gene encoding an antigen from an animal's reproductive system is inserted into a virus and, during infection, stimulates the formation of antibodies to that antigen such that the animal is rendered infertile. There is good evidence that certain proteins from sperm or egg when introduced parenterally will induce infertility. This paper summarises the work of the Cooperative Research Centre for the Biological Control of Vertebrate Pest Populations and reviews progress toward the isolation of the genes for gamete antigens from rabbits and foxes and their introduction into suitable viral vectors as a means of control of these pests in Australia.